
study and demonstrate the 

discipline of ministry which 

is of interest; and to be an 

influence toward the health 

and welfare of the diocese. 

Will you endeavour to do 

these things?ò 

Kevinôs reply: I will, the 

Lord being my helper. 

At the opening liturgy of the 

169th Synod of the Diocese of 

Huron, Bishop Bob Bennett 

appointed our rector Kevin to 

the Cathedral Chapter of 

Canons. We wish to offer 

Kevin our sincere             

congratulations. This is a 

great honour for Kevin and 

our parish. 

The Bishop asked: 

ñKevin, you are about 

to be appointed and 

installed as a Canon in 

the Diocese of Huron. 

Your role, when called 

upon, is to assist the 

bishop with counsel; to 

be a member of the 

Cathedral Chapter, to 

The Reverend Canon Kevin George 

Expanding Our Picnic Profile!! 

This year we are excited 

to announce that the 

Parish Picnic will be held 

at Green Acres Optimist 

Park.  (Follow St. Markõs 

Road to St. Gregoryõs 

Road).  We will be    

expanding our profile in 

the community with 

plenty of good food and 

fellowship.  Our good 

friends at The Knights of 

Columbus will be running 

the barbeque and help-

ing our personal profiles 

expand!!!  Please join us 

for Church In The Park at 

10:30 and picnic with us 

afterward. 

June 

 26th!  

Special points of interest: 

 
¶ BUY SOME JUNK FOR JESUS 

AT THE YARD SALE 

¶ PROPERTY UPDATES 

¶ SUNDAY SCHOOL HAS 

BEEN BUSY 

¶ ROYAL WEDDING       

CELEBRATED 

¶ LOOK FOR UPCOMING 

EVENTS 
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Lance Smith, The Revôd Canon Nancy Adams, 

The Rt. Revôd Terry Dance, The Right Revôd Bob 

Bennett, the Revôd Canon Perry Chipuka and  

The Revôd Canon Kevin George 



I raise all of this because I feel that 
while this is a great honour for me, it 
is also a way of acknowledging the 
hard work and dedication to ministry 
of the people of St. Markõs by-the-
Lake. It is true that this church is 
ômissionalõ in its approach to ministry 
and that we have come to be known 
as a church that cares about the 
community around it and indeed 
about our global community. It is 
true in a large part because of the 
work of the people of God in this 
church. It is your work, your 
dedication, and your willingness to 
take leadership when asked that has 
allowed this church to grow and to 
embrace the idea that Jesus calls us 
to loving service. I have indeed 
worked to move our community to a 
place where we better understand 
the baptismal ministry into which we 
are all called.  But it has been your 
willingness to embrace that mission 
that has shifted the focus of our 
church to the community around us. 
I am so grateful for your many cards 
of congratulations and your kind 
words of support upon this 
appointment. It is all very gratifying 
and indeed very humbling. As you 
are all well aware, I have always 
been forthright in my thoughts and 
that does not lend itself well to 
popularity or praise. But I have 
always maintained that one needs to 
speak the truth honestly with 
compassion and understand that 
there is a Greater Power that we 
serve. I am pleased and honoured to 
be a member of the Cathedral 
Chapter of Canons. It came as a 
surprise and so much of an honour I 
guess because my focus remains 
steadfastly on working with a 
community who cares to love the 
world and be present to the needs in 
it. My motivation is Jesus and his call 
to serve others. Recognition and 
words of praise may be nice but I 
hold before me today the same 
quote that I read almost every day. 
These are words of Henri Nouwen; 

From the Rectors Pen 

Some days 
bring 
surprises. 
That was the 
case a few 
weeks ago 
when Bishop 
Bennett 

called me and indicated that he 
wanted to appoint me a Canon.  
There is very little that leaves me 
without a word in my mouth. That 
moment did it! I was very humbled 
by the appointment and honoured 
that the bishop would show that 
level of support for me and for the 
ministry that we have all been 
engaged in at St. Markõs by-the-
Lake. It feels good to be 
acknowledged for oneõs work. I 
have a grasp of how hard I have 
worked since I came to the Diocese 
of Huron in 1998 and the Bishopõs 
recognition of that dedication to the 
people of St. Markõs did give me a 
boost.  We all have a need for 
affirmation and that is no different 
for me. Receiving that call from the 
bishop, just before synod, was an 
affirming moment for me in my 
ministry and for that I am forever 
grateful. 
 I asked Bishop Bob why he 
wanted to appoint me a Canon. He 
indicated that while these 
appointments often have a lot to do 
with Diocesan service on committees, 
there are times when these 
appointments are made because of 
the effectiveness of a particular 
ministry. He told me that he felt that 
St. Markõs was a place that has not 
only grown but is also engaged in 
mission. That is to say, he felt that 
we are one of the places in this 
diocese that is engaged in work 
beyond our walls and as such we 
have become a place which is 
working to have a relevant voice. 
His belief in what is happening at St. 
Markõs is, in a large part, what 

instructed his decision to 
appoint me a Canon. Page 2 

Catch the Spirit News 

"The great spiritual task facing me is 
to so fully trust that I belong to God 
that I can be free in the world--free 
to speak even when my words are not 
received; free to act even when my 
actions are criticized, ridiculed, or 
considered useless.... I am convinced 
that I will truly be able to love the 
world when I fully believe that I am 
loved far beyond its boundaries."  
 
Summer is now upon us and the 
church will work hard as it always 
does to worship as community, and 
to work in the community. We do not 
take the summer off. Indeed, it might 
be true that in many ways it is one 
of our more active periods due to 
the number of snowbirds that we 
have back with us. One of those 
snowbirds is the Revõd Canon Geoff 
Dibbs (no longer the only Canon in 
the house). Geoff will be back with 
us by next week and we very much 
look forward to him and Margaret 
taking up their rightful place here in 
the north.  Geoffõs presence will also 
help us keep the wheels moving 
forward during the summer months 
as he always plays an integral role 
in the life and ministry of our 
community. 

 I look forward to seeing all 

of you throughout the summer, from 

the Celtic Mass, the Church Picnic, 

and the Parish Golf Tournament, to 

regular Sunday church there will be 

much opportunity for us to continue 

to speak the truth in kindness and 

seek to be the people of God that 

we are called to be. The work of 

reaching out from our times 

assembled will also be ever present 

to us throughout the summer. May 

God keep us all committed to the 

work before us and may we all seek 

to understand that our affirmation 

will indeed come when we 

understand that òwe are loved far 

beyond the worldõs boundaries.ó 



Life in the parish continues to be 
ōǳǎǘƭƛƴƎΦ hǳǊ {ǘΦ aŀǊƪΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳπ
nity is particularly proud and 
pleased to congratulate Kevin on 
his appointment to the Cathedral 
Chapter of Canons.  It is evidence 
ƻŦ YŜǾƛƴΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘπ
ment to our mission, which con-
tinues to contribute to ministry of 
the Diocese of Huron as well. 
As you have probably noticed, the 
church hall is beginning to burst 
at the seams with treasures that 
have been donated for our annual 
¸ŀǊŘ {ŀƭŜΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǇǇƻǊπ
tunity to browse on June 11th to 
ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇ ǊŜŀƭ ŦƛƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ 
live without, and to partake of the 
great lunch with friends. It is al-
ways a fun day. 

Currently details are being final-
ized for our annual parish picnic, 
which for the first time will follow 
an outdoor service at the Tecum-
seh Optimist Park located on St. 
DǊŜƎƻǊȅΩǎ wŘ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ {ǘΦ 
aŀǊƪΩǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƛŎƴƛŎ 
will take place on June 26th. 
Watch the bulletin for updates 
each week on this exciting initia-
tive.  Bring your lawn chairs and 
your family and friends and enjoy 
the ministry and fellowship of St. 
aŀǊƪΩǎΦ 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƘŀŘ ŀ 
chance to see it, there is now a 
ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ {ǘΦ  aŀǊƪΩǎ 
posted on the bulletin board to 
the left of the Welcome Desk. The 
calendar includes notations on 

parish social activities, meetings  
and ministry services and events. 
If you have info to update the 
calendar, please pass it on to Bob 
Hubbard.  Thanks to Bob for de-
veloping this calendar and keep-
ing it updated. 
Just a gentle reminder that if you 
will be away during the summer, 
it is easy to sustain your weekly 
parish contributions through di-
rect debit.  Please see Mark if you 
wish to sign on to this simple yet 
effective way of contributing to 
the many ministries supported 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ {ǘΦ aŀǊƪΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳπ
nity. 
Our Parish Leadership Team re-
cently received a presentation 
from two University of Windsor 
marketing students who re-
sponded to our request to sug-
gest ways that we might better 
communicate to the Windsor and 
Essex County community the 
many ministries and support pro-
vided by our parish. If you are 
interested in working with the 
Wardens and the rest of the Par-
ish Leadership Team on some of 
these possibilities, please let Scott 
Shields know of your interest. 
It appears that the sun has finally 

decided to come out of hiding 

and we are moving full steam in 

to summer. The Wardens wish 

you all a safe, restful and happy 

summer, particularly safe travels 

if you are vacationing out of 

ǘƻǿƴΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ 

weekly services and other activi-

ǘƛŜǎ ŀǘ {ǘΦ aŀǊƪΩǎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŀƭƛȊŜ 

your plans! 

News From The Wardensõ Desk 
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St Marks by the Lake  

A meeting of our new Pastoral Care Team 



Only in the pews at St 

Marks by the Lake will 

you see Hockey teams 

sitting next to each other 

and not picking a fight. 

Rival teams getting along 

here. This was the scene 

at St Marks by the Lake 

on Hockey Jersey Sun-

day. Everyone wearing 

their favourite team to 

celebrate Canadaõs best 

loved past time. With 

Hockey play offs and the  

Stanley Cup play offs on 

the horizon, what could 

be getter than enjoying 

a good sermon while 

wearing your team.  

Now lets all support Can-

ada as Vancouver goes 

for the Stanley Cup!  

Go Canada! Go! 

Hockey Jersey Sunday 
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This yearõs Easter services were 
as memorable as ever.  

On Palm Saturday we had a 

very enthusiastic crowd of 

palm-folders!  Quite a few of 

our St. Markõs parishioners 

were on hand to help with the 

task.  We also had a few new 

faces turn out for the day.  

Some of our very welcome 

guests were members of the 

Salvation Armyõs Eastwood 

citadel.  Majors Ralph and 

Sharron Young of the Eastwood 

Citadel enjoyed our company.  

Palm cross folding was a new 

and delightful experience for 

Major Young.   He was an ea-

ger student of the art! 

The entire experience of     
fellowship while preparing for 
the Palm Sunday Mass was 
very up-lifting as we remem-
bered Jesusõ       triumphant 
journey into Jerusalem. Singing 
his praises on Palm Sunday and 
waving our palms, we praised 
Him.  Some beautiful palm 
crosses were made and were 
ready for distribution on Sun-
day.  Many thanks to all who 
attended and lent their busy 
hands to this marvelous task!! 
 

We gathered each evening of 
Holy week with contemplative 
liturgies on Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday. Our next big 
liturgy was Holy Thursday and 

we were pleased this year to 
have Bishop Bob Bennett with 
us. as our celebrant. He also 
washed some feet. The service         
concluded in darkness with the 
stripping of the  altar. Bishop 
Bennett remarked that the  
liturgy was very powerful for 
him and he was pleased to 
have experienced it.   
 

The next day was a solemn 
day. Good Friday, saw us en-
ter a church stripped of all 
garments and decorations, 
leaving the church bare. It 
reamed this way until the 
Easter Vigil. Our singing was 
even ôa cappellaõ so as to 
mark the starkness of the day. 
This was such a beautiful ser-
vice. It was a fitting way to 
acknowledge the solemnity of 
Good Friday. We concluded 
this liturgy the way we began 
it, in silence leaving the church 
in stillness for those who came 
to pray.  
 

On Easter Sunday we        
celebrated Jesus resurrection 
with praises and signing.  The 
Church, as always, looking 
beautiful for the celebra-
tion as a near full church of 
family and friends gath-
ered together. Easter is 
truly a time to be thankful 
for everything we have.  
We have since been enjoy-
ing the 7 weeks of Easter 
that lead to our celebration 
of Pentecost on June 12th.  

Holy Week and Easter Celebrations 
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