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Merry Christmas from St. Mark_s 5y—tﬁé£d@ N

Christmas is a wonderful time of year. It is a time when we usually plan time together
Want to see this in Full with family and friends. It is a time for celebrating the goodness of knowing that God is
Colour? — see it online one with us - Emmanuel. St. Mark’s encourages you to make church an important part
of those family and friend celebrations. We have planed many different church services

to assist you in making church a part of your celebrations this Christmas season as we
www'“mar/{'xﬁumﬁ'net welcome the Newborn King. If you have further questions contact us at the office at
* 519 735 4921 or visit our webpage at www.stmarkschurch.net

Visit our Rector’s Blog at:

www.revykevy.wordpress.com

St Mark's by-~the-Lake

Sunday, December 26:
Mass at 8:00 and 10:30 AM



http://www.stmarkschurch.net/
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Our Rector
Kevin George
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If they had the coffee hour before the service,
maybe I could stay awake during the sermon.

Help Wanted -
We are known for hospitality
at St. Mark’s. Our Coffee
Hour is a great time for
fellowship and for our
parishioners to get
aquainted. We are REALLY
in NEED OF VOLUNTEERS for
Coffee Hour. You do NOT
need to bake, or provide
supplies for the coffee. We
all emjoy coffee hour -
Please pitch in and help us
keep this important ministry
a vital part of our Sunday
Mornings. It would be a
shame of we could not
gather after chruch. Call the
chruch office to volunteer.

Are you Jolly?

Last year at this time we went to see
Robert Zemickis’ — A Christmas Carol.
The only review 1 had of the film came
from my great niece and philosopher, Joy,
who exclaimed upon leaving the theatre
after seeing the film — "That’s not very
jolly for Christmas!" After viewing the film
in 3D, 1 am convinced that Joy was right
on the mark — the film is certainly NOT
Jolly! That being said, it is a great film and
the animation is tremendous. The film
kisses jolly in the last 10 minutes. The
book and all renderings of "A Christmas
Carol" on film are much the same — the
story really paints a miserable picture
until the very end when Ebenezer Scrooge
redeems himself. That redemption comes
after a lot of horror in his sleep. If we can
endure the suffering images of the ghosts
of past, present, and future, we find
ourselves getting introduced to a jolly
Scrooge.

As we approach Christmas, now 3 of the
way into Advent we are reminded of JOY.
We are called to embrace JOY. We are
called to live JOY. The prophet Zephaniah
writes:

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O
daughter Jerusalem! The LORD has taken
away the judgments against you, he has
turned away your enemies. The king of
Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you
shall fear disaster no more.

We all remember that in Dickens’ great
tale, many people implore Ebenezer
Scrooge to celebrate and make happy
during the Christmas Season. He cannot.
His heart is locked up in a place of fear
and self loathing that has been fed with
the grief of many sad days and hardships
from the past. It takes extraordinary
measures for Scrooge to see that he has
been slave to the darkness and a prisoner
to his own anger. He is a slave to his own
guilt. Scrooge is locked up in a land that
is indeed, ‘not very jolly.’

But when he awakes from his dark night,
his mood is changed to embrace the spirit
of the prophet Zephaniah. He is able to
accept that the Lord has taken away all
judgments against him. Fear of disaster
leaves his being and he literally ‘rejoices
with all his heart.’

From the Rector’'s Pen %‘é

The story of Ebenezer Scrooge is powerful
because it personifies all of us in some way.
While none of us would like to admit that
we have anything in common with good old
Eben, the truth remains that we are all
slaves to our guilt, shame, fear and anger
from time to time. The inescapable truth
that accompanies that revelation is that
when we are trapped in that p]ace we have
turned away from God, who is Love, who is
Forgiveness, who is Embrace and who is
Rejoicing. It is when we are there that it
becomes most important to reach past the
pain that we feel to embrace the holy hope
that God is with us — even when it is dark.
We ‘need not fear disaster [or darkness] any
longer.” Not because there will be no
disaster or pain — on the contrary... Life is
not without pain and pitfalls. But we need
not fear those dark places because, as we
enter into the dark corners, the shadows are
dispelled by the Light that travels with us —
God with us, Emmanuel.

Coming out of our dark nights then, we
might embrace rejoicing and we may
embrace jolly — we should take JOY
seriously. This Christmas Season we hope to
be joyful knowing that Joy will allow us to
respond to the world around us in a
positive and life affirming way. When the
people ask John the Baptizer what they
should do in preparation for the coming of
the messiah, his answer is clear. If you own
more than one coat — share it; more food
than one needs, share it. Do not take
advantage of others: in other words live
with a sense of respect for the sacredness of
all of those around us. Christmas is almost
here. Our Advent journey is one which
dares us to prepare by turning away from
what makes us insecure to embrace the
security of a Little Child. We are being
dared to be jolly! Let's see how we do with
that!

Catherinanne and 1 wish you all a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy and Joyous
New Year. This is a great place to minister
because of all of you!
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A GREAT STEAK BBQ &
CELE BRITY AUCTION

What a rousing success we had this year!
Mr. Ed Mio proved to be a gracious and
engaging speaker. One of our best yet! Hats
off to him for bringing his experiences and
good spirit forward for our benefit! He drew
a sell-out crowd that helped us raise over
$20,000 to continue the good work of St.
Mark’s by-the-Lake. The ever-efficient Red
Coat Ambassadors kept the auction tables
running as well-oiled machines. Many
thanks to them for their great work. Our
gratitude also goes out to the wonderful
group of volunteers who made this event run
so smoothly. Everyone gave freely of their
time and expertise. We would like to offer a
special thank you to all who contributed
items and bid on items at the auction.
Without your generosity our success could
not have been assured. Another thank you to
the Knights of Columbus who have extended
their hospitality in wonderful ways. Our
events are made much more special because
of their generosity. To all of you we raise

These Orginal Art Pieces were painted by
Parishioner Joe Pastovich.They were autographed
and given to Michael Peters and Chris Hornby by
Eddie Mio.
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Our Contact Info
116 St. Mark’s Rd
Tecumseh, ON
N8N 2H4

Phone:
(519) 735-4921

Fax:
(519) 735 0341

Church E-Mail:

Parish Administrator’s
E-Mail
bobhubbard@cogeco.net

Rector’s
E-Mail
revykevy@cogeco.net

We’re on the Web!

Visit us at:
http://www.stmarkschurch.net

Gratitude for the Gift

that is Kevin

We are very grateful to Kevin for the gifts which he shares with us
throughout the year on a daily basis. His love and care for his vocation
and this community are unparalleled. The growth of our parish and its
reach into the community have been greatly enhanced by his continued
hard work and dedication. It is customary at this time of year to provide
each parishioner an envelope which they can use in which to offer a gift to
the Rector in appreciation of all he offers us. As these are gifts they are
not receipted, and if you wish to write a cheque please make it payable to
Kevin George directly. The Wardens are especially grateful for all Kevin
offers us, and encourage you to make use of these envelopes to offer your
thanks to him.

Sincerely, The Wardens of St. Mark’s by-the-Lake church.

Blessing Tree

As part of an Advent project, the children
put up a ‘Blessings Tree’ in the church hall.
We are all so blessed to be a part of the
community at St. Mark’s! The children
would like to encourage all parishioners to
take the time to write down something
that they are thankful for, or feel blessed
about, and to hang it on the tree. The
decorations will be available throughout
Advent at the back of the church and also
in a basket beside the tree. Take a
moment next time you’re at church to
participate in this project and share your
blessings!



mailto:stmarkschurch@cogeco.net
mailto:bobhubbard@cogeco.net
mailto:Bobhubbard@cogeco.net

OUTREACH AND JUSTICE TEAM

Seeking and Serving Christ in all Persons and Loving Neighbour as Self.

The notes that follow are from Bev Watson a member of our 09T
who followed up with Adam Vasey from '?afﬁway to Potential” This
was a conversation that follwed efforts by our rector to raise awareness
around the needs af those who have fo re{y on faaaﬂéanéy fﬁraujﬁ a
week /an] mitiative of Pafﬁway to Potential called the ‘Do the Math
Cﬁa@ya " Kevin lived for a wesk on mnnw/jawé from the food-
bank and faun/ itto be very cﬁaﬂé@i@, You can read about Kevin's
experience @ vmf»y his 5@ at www., mgyéet@ wam'/praﬂ. com,

Pathway To Potential - Do The Math
November 16, 2010 - I was in contact ﬁo/ay with Adam Vasey, of

?afﬁway to Cotentinl, rgm’/inj the "Reclamation ?rg‘ecf" thatcame
as a result of Kevin's involvement with "Qo the Math'.

Adam stated fﬁg will be woréinj with “Forgotten Harvest', a  group
from M:‘cﬁ'yan, who will be ﬁel?n’nj us to establish a system to reclaim
faod for use by the food banks. In prreparation for this mesting, he said
a “health war(irg group " will meet on We/nm/ay, December 1, 2010,
at 3:00 p.m. at the United Way Bui%‘ry, 300 Giles Blvd, East. He
invited us to atfend fo 5@'” this [process.

Toryaffen Harvest - A meeﬁry with this group will take p&ce ata
later dats, Hewill advise us when and where,

Do the Math - Pea/;é involved with the /J/anm‘rg of this project in
Toronto, are e;(/)ecfe/ to come to Windsor o discuss whather this would
be an afypropriate site for the meal [rograms. Dats and time to be
detormined,

Report to the Community ~ ?afﬁway to Potential will have a meeting
on January 19, 201t at the Caboto Club from 8:00 a.m. wntil:00
p-m. This is a bentafive date and fime. There wil be breakout  groups
to discuss the various aspects of what Pathways to Potential are
attempting to do. We are welcome to attend this mesting also. Adam
will advise us when a more definite date and time are determined,

We abo discussed the pam’éiﬁ'g of St Mark's 6ei1y involved with the
organization afjar/em within the City next season. More
information to follow on this matter.
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OUTREACH AND JUSTICE TEAM
Seeking and Serving Christ in all Persons and Loving Neighbour as Self.

FURTHER OUTREACH NEWS - Submitted by Robert Hubbard

The outreach team is [preparing for our seasonal events Tﬁiyyemﬂ we are e;(cifea@ [preparing for the 'Lenten Lecture Series'. Cur
lecture/ discussions oceur each Weﬁ&em/ay ﬁ/rm‘ry Lent The lecture J‘u@'ecﬂ have in the ﬁm’f run from '\S’ocia@ Qe;pom'ié/e inuexﬁry, fo “Yustice
For First Nations '.7730/9/9 'mmg‘m"f about eve;yfﬁinﬂ in hetween. 9tis a well-attended series of discussions that have ﬁmuake&/ a very frositive
refp onse from the commun@. As pm"f of our lecture series, we pm/uce a hook af Lenten Re}%cﬁam. This hook is compr'iye/ of /.'oemy, song
(yrias‘, written pimy and art works chosen and submitted @ members 0][ the ﬁﬂm’ﬁ,
Our intent is to create a hook of reflections for each /ﬂy of Lent. Previous hooks have
heen marvelous e;(/;/om tions of art and’ writing that means J'omefﬁiry Jpeciﬂ/ to each
erson who submitted them. We welcome youm’uémz’;’s‘;’om again this year. Further
details about the hooklet and when fo J'uémif]ow /Jiecey will he anmounced in the
weeé@ bulletin, Ten Thousand Vi//aﬂey will once again be éﬂ’@i@ ﬂiﬁ‘ ifems fo St
Mark's ﬂw our ﬁoﬁ/ay J'ﬁop/w’ry convenience, This has been a grea Esuccess in the
st and the items for sale are items that thivd world arfisans are  given fair frices for.
Ten Thousand Vi/.@je.v ;ﬁ?gyjrmf work foyfm'ry self-reliance and faiv trade in thivd
world countries, ‘Tﬁ@ have a store in Windsor's Walkerville for "your convenience.
Check it Out!

Fl@ce Sandie has jﬂfﬁere/ your "Santa For Seniors” prg’ecz‘jiﬁﬁ' and
distributed them to nm@ Seniors who have no one to make them smile on Christmas,
9t was an overwﬁeﬁ/niry success this yeﬂr./ We had to g0 back to our contacts and ask
for more neeﬁ@ seniors to meet the ﬁ&ge number of offers to ﬁe@/ Good work Alyce
ond St Mark's!

We on fﬁf/’uj‘ﬁee team wish to extend our invitation fo anyone who would

like to join the  group. Please feel free to attend a meeling and /get involved in this
@nﬂmic jmuﬁ, The meeﬁry times are avnounced in our weeé@ bulletin, 9@0»{ would like fty’oin, or i][ you haveideas for outreach tha fyou
would ﬁﬁe fo see ﬁﬂ/ﬁﬂen, f.'/eme contact an outreach team member or call the
church office. We look forwm/ fo ﬁmri@ from you./

CONGRATULATIONS TO
THE KNIT-WITS OF ST. MARK’S

We did it! From March 2010 fo ﬁreyem‘, St Mark's @—fﬁe—faée Church
RKnit-Wits have crafted & distributed over 300 hats and 300 scarves, Tﬁ@
also made and donated 370 éﬂ@ hats, 1t Ea@ Wﬁm&etv as well as over 30
blankets. Their handiwork has éeneﬁ'fe/ 'Opemﬁan Bacﬁﬂacﬁ' for the
Homeless Coalition,

Listed from left to m’ﬂﬁfﬂm
Rack row; Kﬂf@ Wiﬂﬁf, Ruth M@er, Gloria Zemen, Marion Robshaw
Front row; Rose- Marie 800{"@, FElizabeth Burrows, Briffﬂry
Moiyﬁm, Waria Hamilton (homeless coalition reﬁreyenfaﬁf/e], Diane Kettlewell, Susan L’onj & Nan@ Rlair,
M‘:my fmm the pﬁoto are L’yﬁﬁa Ure & Karen De'Viies.
Con‘gmfu/a tions to Marion Robshaw who J'ir{gé—ﬁﬂméf@ made the piné hat & J'chyﬁe is wear'inj and was able to raise $1000 far Breast

Cancer research. Whata team!
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What is a PEACE POLE???

on each of its four or six

May Peace Prevail on Earth
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all over the world dedicated as

There are tens of thousands of Peace Poles in 180 countries

sides, usually in different languages.

monuments to peace. They serve as constant reminders for us to visualize and pray for world peace.

Peace Pole Upoate

Submitted by Jane Cornett

The Peace Pole project and garden
that the Youth have been planning is
nearing completion on the North side
of the church. An interlocking brick
pathway was placed in August. In
the Fall, many perennials, donated by
the Horticultural Society,
planted- so we should see lots of
colour in the Spring! A bench was
lovingly made by Jerry Pardy and Bob
Cooper and was made from parts of
our previous church pews plus
wrought iron pew ends from the
very first pews St. Mark’s that were
removed from the church in the
1960s. It is beautiful!

were

The peace pole has also been placed
and we are now awaiting the signs to
attach to it. The signs will read:
“May Peace Prevail the Earth” and
the youth group have chosen 8
different languages. When choosing
the various languages, they decided
to focus in on countries in which
Canada has been involved in
Peacekeeping initiatives, as well as
countries presently in conflict and in
need of a peaceful resolution. The
following languages will adorn the
peace pole: English, Arabic, Creole
(for Haiti), Hebrew, Korean,
Odawa/Ojibway, Swahili and
Tibetan. This garden will be a
peaceful place, to be enjoyed by all!

We offer our thanks to Bob Cooper,
Steve White, Al Oakley, Charlie

Hodges and Jerry Pardy for the hard
work and assistance this summer to
make this project possible.

=y e

A Note From
worldpeace.org

There are so many Peace Poles
planted throughout the world,
that we have lost count.
Currently, we estimate that there
are over 200,000 planted in
almost each of the 195 countries
on earth.

Owver the years, Peace Poles have
been planted by some
extraordinary people in prominent
and unassuming places on Earth.
Again, they are too many to
mention but we have compiled
some photos and stories to share

and celebrate the ever growing
Peace Pole NetworR,

Most importantly, however, the
magjority of Peace Poles have been
planted and gifted by people like
you and me in gardens, schools,
libraries, parks and community
locations. A We thank each and
everyone of YOU for your sincere
dedication to peace and for
spreading the message, May Peace
@Prevail On earth, one Peace Pole

at a time.

A Financial Update:
In late October a letter was sent to all envelo
hol ders of St Mar k 6
position as we headed toward year end. At tt
we were 12% behind budget in envelope givi
The goal that we were hoping to achieve wa
$20 000 addinal offering which represents ar
average additional offering of $100 over regy
givings. TFdate we have received approximat
$5000 from our appeal. The Parish Leadersk
Team felt that the parish should be made aw
where we are financialjwasome to the end o!
our fiscal and calendar year, Decemliéy8a
plan to add to your offering for 2010, we ask
you make your offering no later thanDech&1
many important ministries at the church are ¢
possible because of yourrgsitg and support.
We realize that many are unable to offer any
than they are currently. We offer our gratitud;
good stewardshi ps. Albf
your gifts are most appreciated.
(The Wardens and Treasurer)




Join Us

Sunday December 19" at 7:30 PM

O Come... and hear the Christmas Storytd
O Come... and sing the Hymns of the Advent & Christmas Season.

O Come... and enjoy a truly great musical event that includes
Choir Anthems, Congregational Carol Singing, and Solo Offerings

O Come... and help us light our Christmas Tree for the neighbourhood to see

A Service of Lessons and Carols

». 53

O Come... and enjoy a Hot Chocolate and Apple Cider Reception

/
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CHRISTMAS PUDDINGS
Pictured here from left to right are Hettie
Cornett, Gloria Zeman, Bev Watson, and
Marilyn Gillis. They fill orders for a tonne of
Christmas puddings in
support of our church.

Thank you so much for your hard work

Pizza Knight

EVERY NIGHT IS
A PIZZA KIGHT

Did you know that the
Knights of Columbus
Have opened a Pizza Shop?

The prices are EXCELLENT!
When you order pizza you are
Supporting the K of C who have been
exceptional in supporting St. Mark’s.

They are at 152 Lesperance Rd.

Call 51935 3199

Eat in, Take Out, and Delivery.
Pizza, @lzones, 8lads, and the BEST wings!




